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	Level description
	Context and cohort considerations (if applicable) 

	The English curriculum is built around the 3 interrelated strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. Together, the 3 strands focus on developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and creating. Learning in English is recursive and cumulative, building on concepts, skills and processes developed in earlier years.
In Year 9, students interact with others and experience learning in familiar and unfamiliar contexts, including local or global community and vocational contexts.
Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment. They analyse, interpret, evaluate, discuss, create and perform a wide range of texts. Texts may include various types of media texts including film, digital and online texts, novels, non-fiction, poetry, dramatic performances and multimodal texts. Themes and issues may involve levels of abstraction, higher order reasoning and intertextual references. Students are beginning to develop a critical understanding of how texts, language, and visual and audio features are influenced by context.
The range of literary texts for Foundation to Year 10 comprises the oral narrative traditions and literature of First Nations Australians, and classic and contemporary literature from wide-ranging Australian and world authors, including texts from and about Asia.
Literary texts that support and extend students in Year 9 as independent readers may be drawn from a range of genres. They may involve complex, challenging plot sequences and/or hybrid structures that may serve multiple purposes. These texts may explore themes of human experience and cultural significance, interpersonal relationships, and/or ethical and global dilemmas in real-world and fictional settings. They may represent a variety of perspectives. Informative texts may represent a synthesis of technical and abstract information (from credible or verifiable sources) about a wide range of specialised topics and concepts. Language features may include successive complex sentences with embedded clauses, a high proportion of unfamiliar and technical vocabulary, figurative and rhetorical language, and/or dense information supported by various types of images and graphics.
Year 9 students create a range of texts whose purposes may be aesthetic, imaginative, reflective, informative, persuasive, analytical and/or critical; for example, narratives, performances, reports, discussions, literary analyses, arguments, transformations of texts and reviews for a range of audiences.
	[Insert context and cohort considerations]



	Unit 1 — Speculative Fiction
	Unit 2 — Indigenous Representations in Poetry  
	Unit 3 — Outsiders focusing on teen issues
	Unit 4 — 12 Angry Men Monologue

	Duration: Term 1, Semester 1, 10 Weeks 
	Duration: Term 2, Semester 1, 10 Weeks 
	Duration: Term 3, Semester 2, 10 Weeks
	Duration: Term 4, Semester 2, 10 Weeks

	Speculative fiction allows writers to imagine worlds beyond the ordinary — worlds shaped by science, fantasy, and possibility. In this unit, students explore how writers use language, structure, and imagination to create engaging speculative narratives.
Through reading, viewing, and listening to a variety of short stories, excerpts, and multimedia texts from genres such as science fiction, fantasy, supernatural, superhero, horror, utopian, dystopian, apocalyptic, and alternate history, students examine how authors construct believable worlds and develop compelling characters and themes.
As they analyse these texts, students consider how speculative fiction reflects human experiences, fears, and hopes for the future. They explore how setting, characterisation, and narrative voice are used to build tension and convey meaning.
Students then apply these understandings in their own creative writing, planning, drafting, and editing a speculative fiction short story that demonstrates control of language features and narrative structure. Throughout the writing process, students experiment with ideas and techniques to engage their audience and produce an original and polished story.
	Texts have the power to shape how cultures, identities, and histories are understood. In this unit, students explore how different creators use language, imagery, and storytelling to represent Indigenous cultures and perspectives.
Through reading, viewing, and listening to a variety of texts — including songs or poems, film, and fiction or non-fiction extracts — students analyse how these works reflect and communicate distinct cultural experiences and viewpoints. They examine how each text type uses specific conventions, such as symbolism, narrative voice, and visual techniques, to construct meaning and influence audience interpretation.
Students develop analytical and interpretive skills as they identify the ways texts present diverse Indigenous perspectives and challenge stereotypes or misconceptions. By engaging with multiple modes and genres, they learn to appreciate the depth and diversity of Indigenous storytelling traditions and their continued relevance in contemporary contexts.
For assessment, students complete a multi-part exam in which they analyse and explain how the selected stimulus texts create unique perspectives and representations of Indigenous cultures.
	Adolescence is a time of identity, belonging, and challenge — themes powerfully explored in The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton. In this unit, students engage with the novel to examine how social class, friendship, loyalty, and identity are represented and how these issues continue to resonate in today’s society.
Through reading, discussing, and analysing The Outsiders, students explore how narrative structure, characterisation, and language are used to position readers to empathise with different perspectives. They make connections between the issues raised in the text and real-world contexts, considering how young people’s experiences and social divisions are portrayed across time.
Students study the features of informative and persuasive magazine writing, focusing on how writers use tone, language devices, and structure to engage and influence a teenage audience. They develop their own writing through planning, drafting, and editing processes that integrate both analytical and creative thinking.
For assessment, students write a magazine article for The Teen Magazine that informs and persuades readers about an issue explored in The Outsiders and its relevance to contemporary society.
	Power, justice, and prejudice lie at the heart of Twelve Angry Men, a play that explores the complexities of truth and the moral responsibility of those who judge others. In this unit, students study the play to understand how dialogue, tension, and characterisation are used to reveal conflicting values and influence audience perception.
Through reading, viewing, and performing scenes from Twelve Angry Men, students analyse how playwright Reginald Rose uses dramatic conventions to develop themes such as bias, integrity, and the search for justice. They explore how language, gesture, and stage direction communicate meaning and create emotional impact.
Students build performance and analytical skills by experimenting with tone, movement, and expression to portray character motivation and perspective. They also examine how drama can be used as a medium to challenge assumptions and prompt reflection on social and ethical issues.
For assessment, students create and deliver a dramatic monologue in role as one of the jurors. Their performance must demonstrate a strong understanding of the play’s plot, themes, and characterisation, effectively conveying the juror’s inner thoughts and moral stance through expressive language and performance techniques.


	
	Unit 1
	Unit 2 
	Unit 3
	Unit 4

	
	Assessment — Spec Fiction Short Story
	Timing
	Assessment — Indigenous Exam
	Timing
	Assessment — Outsiders Feature Article
	Timing
	Assessment — 12 Angry Men Monologue 
	Timing 

	Assessment
	Students plan, write, draft, and edit a speculative fiction short story in class and at home. It includes themes such as sci-fi, fantasy, supernatural, superhero, horror, utopian, dystopian, apocalyptic, and alternate history. 

Technique: Extended Response 
Mode: Written 
Conditions: 600-800 Words 
	Issued: Week 5

Draft: Week 7

Final: Week 8
	Students engage with a range of information and media texts, including those by Aboriginal authors and Torres Strait Islander authors, which present perspectives and opinions about future possibilities for human experiences. They discuss and express personal viewpoints about these topics.
Students examine persuasive texts to understand how ideas are represented and substantiated with evidence, and how language features, text structures and features of voice position and influence audiences to respond in particular ways.
They select and experiment with text structures, language features including literary devices and features of voice to express ideas, and position audiences to accept a viewpoint about the future.
Technique: short response  
Mode: Written
Conditions: 550 Words-1000 words in total.

Technique: Extended Response Multimodal
Mode: Written
Conditions: 550 Words-1000 words in total.
	Week 4: Exam 1

Week 6: Exam 2

Week 8: 
Exam 3
	Students engage with a novel and explore how it represents teenage issues.

Your task is to write a magazine article which informs and persuades the readers of The Teen Magazine about an issue that is portrayed in the novel and today’s society.  

Technique: Extended Written 
Mode: Written
Conditions: 550 Words-1000 words in total. 
	Issued: 
Week 4

Draft: 
Week 6

Final: 
Week 8 
	You are to create a dramatic monologue as one of the jurors from Twelve Angry Men.  You are to deliver in role.  Ensure that the monologue demonstrates your understanding of the play’s plot, themes and characterisation.

Technique: Persuasive Article 
Mode: Spoken/Signed
Conditions: 3-5 Minutes
	Issued: 
Week 4

Draft: 
Week 6

Final: 
Week 8

	[bookmark: _Hlk119397428]Achievement standard
	By the end of Year 9, students interact with others, and listen to and create spoken and multimodal texts including literary texts. With a range of purposes and for audiences, they discuss and expand on ideas, shaping meaning and providing substantiation. They select and experiment with text structures to organise and develop ideas. They select and experiment with language features including literary devices, and experiment with multimodal features and features of voice.
They read, view and comprehend a range of texts created to inform, influence and/or engage audiences. They analyse representations of people, places, events and concepts, and how texts respond to contexts. They analyse the aesthetic qualities of texts. They analyse the effects of text structures, and language features including literary devices, intertextual references, and multimodal features.
They create written and multimodal texts, including literary texts, for a range of purposes and audiences, expressing and expanding ideas, shaping meaning and providing substantiation. They select and experiment with text structures to organise, develop and link ideas. They select and experiment with language features including literary devices, and experiment with multimodal features.
	By the end of Year 9, students interact with others, and listen to and create spoken and multimodal texts including literary texts. With a range of purposes and for audiences, they discuss and expand on ideas, shaping meaning and providing substantiation. They select and experiment with text structures to organise and develop ideas. They select and experiment with language features including literary devices, and experiment with multimodal features and features of voice.
They read, view and comprehend a range of texts created to inform, influence and/or engage audiences. They analyse representations of people, places, events and concepts, and how texts respond to contexts. They analyse the aesthetic qualities of texts. They analyse the effects of text structures, and language features including literary devices, intertextual references, and multimodal features.
They create written and multimodal texts, including literary texts, for a range of purposes and audiences, expressing and expanding ideas, shaping meaning and providing substantiation. They select and experiment with text structures to organise, develop and link ideas. They select and experiment with language features including literary devices, and experiment with multimodal features.
	By the end of Year 9, students interact with others, and listen to and create spoken and multimodal texts including literary texts. With a range of purposes and for audiences, they discuss and expand on ideas, shaping meaning and providing substantiation. They select and experiment with text structures to organise and develop ideas. They select and experiment with language features including literary devices, and experiment with multimodal features and features of voice.
They read, view and comprehend a range of texts created to inform, influence and/or engage audiences. They analyse representations of people, places, events and concepts, and how texts respond to contexts. They analyse the aesthetic qualities of texts. They analyse the effects of text structures, and language features including literary devices, intertextual references, and multimodal features.
They create written and multimodal texts, including literary texts, for a range of purposes and audiences, expressing and expanding ideas, shaping meaning and providing substantiation. They select and experiment with text structures to organise, develop and link ideas. They select and experiment with language features including literary devices, and experiment with multimodal features.
	By the end of Year 9, students interact with others, and listen to and create spoken and multimodal texts including literary texts. With a range of purposes and for audiences, they discuss and expand on ideas, shaping meaning and providing substantiation. They select and experiment with text structures to organise and develop ideas. They select and experiment with language features including literary devices, and experiment with multimodal features and features of voice.
They read, view and comprehend a range of texts created to inform, influence and/or engage audiences. They analyse representations of people, places, events and concepts, and how texts respond to contexts. They analyse the aesthetic qualities of texts. They analyse the effects of text structures, and language features including literary devices, intertextual references, and multimodal features.
They create written and multimodal texts, including literary texts, for a range of purposes and audiences, expressing and expanding ideas, shaping meaning and providing substantiation. They select and experiment with text structures to organise, develop and link ideas. They select and experiment with language features including literary devices, and experiment with multimodal features.

	Moderation
	[Insert moderation details, including when moderation will occur and how it will be conducted]
	[Insert moderation details, including when moderation will occur and how it will be conducted]
	[Insert moderation details, including when moderation will occur and how it will be conducted]
	[Insert moderation details, including when moderation will occur and how it will be conducted]



	Content descriptions
	Units
	Content descriptions
	Units
	Content descriptions
	Units

	Language
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Literature
	1
	2
	3
	4
	Literacy 
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Language for interacting with others
recognise how language empowers relationships and roles
AC9E9LA01
	£
	
	
	£
	Literature and contexts
analyse the representations of people and places in literary texts, drawn from historical, social and cultural contexts, by First Nations Australian, and wide-ranging Australian and world authors
AC9E9LE01
	£
	
	
	£
	Texts in context
analyse how representations of people, places, events and concepts reflect contexts
AC9E9LY01
	£
	£
	£
	£

	understand how evaluation can be expressed directly and indirectly using devices such as allusion, evocative vocabulary and metaphor
AC9E9LA02
	£
	£
	
	£
	Engaging with and responding to literature
present a personal response to a literary text comparing initial impressions and subsequent analysis of the whole text
AC9E9LE02
	£
	
	
	£
	Interacting with others
listen to spoken texts that have different purposes and audiences, analysing how language features position listeners to respond in particular ways, and use interacting skills to present and discuss opinions regarding these texts
AC9E9LY02
	£
	
	
	£

	Text structure and organisation
examine how authors adapt and subvert text structures and language features by experimenting with spoken, written, visual and multimodal elements, and their combination
AC9E9LA03
	R
	
	
	£
	analyse how features of literary texts influence readers’ preference for texts
AC9E9LE03
	R
	
	
	£
	Analysing, interpreting and evaluating
analyse and evaluate how language features are used to represent a perspective of an issue, event, situation, individual or group
AC9E9LY03
	R
	
	£
	£

	investigate a range of cohesive devices that condense information in texts, including nominalisation, and devices that link, expand and develop ideas, including text connectives
AC9E9LA04
	£
	
	
	£
	Examining literature
analyse texts and evaluate the aesthetic qualities and appeal of an author’s literary style
AC9E9LE04
	R
	
	
	£
	analyse the organisation of ideas in paragraphs and extended texts, and evaluate its impact on meaning
AC9E9LY04
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Language for expressing and developing ideas
identify how authors vary sentence structures creatively for effects, such as intentionally using a dependent clause on its own or a sentence fragment
AC9E9LA05
	R
	£
	£
	£
	analyse the effect of text structures, language features and literary devices such as extended metaphor, metonymy, allegory, symbolism and intertextual references
AC9E9LE05
	R
	
	
	£
	use comprehension strategies such as visualising, predicting, connecting, summarising, monitoring, questioning and inferring to compare and contrast ideas and opinions in and between texts
AC9E9LY05
	£
	
	
	£

	understand how abstract nouns and nominalisation can be used to summarise ideas in text
AC9E9LA06
	£
	£
	£
	£
	Creating literature
create and edit literary texts, that may be a hybrid, that experiment with text structures, language features and literary devices for purposes and audiences
AC9E9LE06
	R
	£
	£
	£
	Creating texts
plan, create, edit and publish written and multimodal texts, organising, expanding and developing ideas, and selecting text structures, language features, literary devices and multimodal features for purposes and audiences in ways that may be imaginative, reflective, informative, persuasive, analytical and/or critical
AC9E9LY06
	R
	£
	£
	£

	analyse how symbols in still and moving images augment meaning
AC9E9LA07
	£
	£
	£
	£
	
	
	
	
	
	plan, create, rehearse and deliver spoken and multimodal presentations for purpose and audience, using language features, literary devices and features of voice such as volume, tone, pitch and pace, and organising, expanding and developing ideas in ways that may be imaginative, reflective, informative, persuasive, analytical and/or critical
AC9E9LY07
	£
	£
	£
	£

	analyse how vocabulary choices contribute to style, mood and tone
AC9E9LA08
	R
	
	
	£
	
	
	
	
	
	Word knowledge
understand how spelling is used in texts for particular effects; for example, characterisation, humour and to represent accents and distinctive speech
AC9E9LY08
	R
	
	
	£

	understand punctuation conventions for referencing and citing others for formal and informal purposes
AC9E9LA09
	£
	
	
	£
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Note: Adjust the table to reflect the number of units you will offer. Check or uncheck the columns as appropriate for each unit.
	General capabilities
	Units
	
	Cross-curriculum priorities
	Units

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Critical and creative thinking 
	R
	
	
	£
	
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures
	
	
	£
	£

	Digital literacy 
	£
	£
	£
	£
	
	Asia and Australia’s engagement with Asia
	£
	
	£
	£

	Ethical understanding
	£
	
	£
	£
	
	Sustainability
	£
	
	£
	£

	Intercultural understanding
	£
	£
	
	£

	Literacy 
	R
	
	
	£

	Numeracy
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Personal and social capability
	R
	
	£
	£
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